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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Va 22313-.1450 

Dear Sitz 

I. Preliminaiy Remarks 

Submitted Lerewith is a PTO-Foim 1449 listing documents A1-A44, B 1 -B23 
aad C1-C22. Copies of die Usted documents are not enclosed because they have akeady been 
; submitted in related patent application serial no. 09/416.901 filed October 1 3, 1999 

Pursuantto37C.F.R. § 1.98(d), copies of the documents are not submitted herewith. Someof 
the cited art may be more relevant to th« protease, disclosed in the present «ppUcation rather 
than the claimed App molecxdes. 

II. Prosecution Str/itegy 

I A multi-^plication filing strategy was initiated to expedite prosecution of the 

Asp2 patent applications. Petitions to make special require restriction to a single invention. 
It was predicted that the originally filed claims in 09/416.901 would be res.ricted into at least 
5 claim groups (himian Asp2 polynucleotides, hmnat, Asp2 polypeptides, methods of 
screening, murine Asp2 polynucleotide and polypeptide sequences, and methods of using 
antisease oligonucleotides). Thcrefor^lO divisional applications were filed in April, 2000 

, wherein these 5 claim groups were eac^^esented in tvvo divisional applications. Petitions to 

make special were filed in five of tK^ivisionol applications (one for each claim set). 
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fV. ConclusioD 

This InfoTTnation Disclosure Statement is submitted with a Request for 
Continued Examination and therefore before the receipt of an Office Action on the merits 
Thus, the applicants believe nt> fee is diie with this statement. See 37 CF.R. § 1 .97(b). 
However, please charge any necessary fees due in connection with Ous Infbnnation 
DiscIosiBre Statement to Deposit Accomit No. 13-2855. A copy of this pap.T is enclosed 



Dated: June 25, 2004 Respectftdly submitted, 





jafWM. Sintich y 
Registration No,>*K,4^ . 
MARSHALL, GERSl^N BORUN LLP 
233 S. Wacker I>rive, Suit© 6:i00 Scars Tower 
Chicago, llliaois 60606-6357 
(312) 474-6300 
Attorneys 'fer Applicant 
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